
It is with a sigh of a relief that I share with you the final

newsletter of the year and bring 2020 to an end .  Like

you , we started this year full of hope and aspirations -

little did we know of the challenges that lay ahead . 

 COVID-19 continues to test all of us in ways we have

never imagined , intensifying emotional and financial

pressures felt at all levels of our organizations and

amplifying the experiences of survivors in our

community .  Like trees that are tested during a storm ,

we have grown to rely more on one another , develop

deeper roots and link them .  All of us at the coalition

continue to be inspired by the innovation and

adaptability of our member programs and the

dedication of advocates serving survivors .  This

newsletter highlights just a glimmer of the incredible

work of our community .

The year ahead brings the promise of the new vaccine , a

stimulus package and other federal legislations .  Yet , we

all know that there are other storms headed our way ,

and while they make shake our leaves and limbs and

make us sway , our roots are deep and interlinked .

Together we will weather the storm .

With gratitude and aloha ,

Angelina Mercado
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Thank you to all who participated and helped

make HSCADV's first virtual conference a

success.  There were more than 170 attendees

from all the neighbor islands and the U.S.

continent.  Due to the coronavirus pandemic,

we moved the annual conference to a virtual

format on August 3-6, 2020.  Each workshop

averaged between 90-110 attendees and

included a mix of victim advocates, mental

health professionals, law enforcement, social

service providers, and students.

This year's conference theme, "Building on the

Strengths of Our Community" was intended to

engage our community a conversation about

the primary prevention of domestic violence, a

call on us to look within the strengths of our

community for the solutions we seek to end

domestic violence.

We were honored to have Arlene Vassell, Vice
President of Programs, Prevention, & Social

Change at the National Resource Center on

Domestic Violence lead our keynote with

Anita Momilani Awo, Social Services Team

Lead at Lili'uokalani Trust.

Beloved Communities: Transforming Our
Communities from the Inside Out AND

Living at the Intersections: Shifting from
Theory to Violence - Arlene Vassell

Identifying and Responding to Stalking
AND The Use of Technology to Stalk -

Jennifer Landhuis (Stalking Prevention,

Awareness, and Resource Center)

Crisis and Emotional Intelligence: A
Family Perspective - Anisa Wiseman

(National Alliance on Mental Illness Hawai'i)

The Intersection Between Human
Trafficking and Domestic Violence -

Farshad Talebi (Hawai'i Dept. of the Attorney

General)

Building on the Strengths of Us and Our
Teams - Ku'ulani Keohokalole (People

Strategies Hawai'i, LLC.)

Effective Supervisory Practice AND

Transparency, Accountability, Growth, and
Reflection - Cathy Cave (Inspired Vision,

LLC.)

This year's conference involved four days of

intense online learning on the following topics:

2020 HSCADV CONFERENCE
B U I L D I N G  O N  T H E  S T R E N G T H S  O F  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
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Funders - Verizon, Family Violence

Prevention Services Act, State of Hawai'i

Dept. of Human Services

Supporters - Red Pineapple, Island

Popper, Bradley & Lily, State of Hawai'i

Dept. of Public Safety SAVIN Program,

Honblu, Professional Image

Volunteer - Asa Swofford

The final day also highlighted Dr. Marie

Vorsino of Parents and Children Together &

Matthew Houck of YWCA of Kaua'i as they

discussed how they practice prevention

during a Reflection Hour Panel Discussion.

To help attendees prepare, the HSCADV sent

conference bags in advance that included the

Building Beloved Community workbook, a

copy of Trauma Stewardship by Laura van

Dernoot Lipsky, affirmation cards, snacks, and

"fun" items to keep them occupied such as

Play-Doh and pipe cleaners.

Mahalo to the following organizations and

individuals for their support in making this

conference happen:

"All of the speakers and presentations
were very well chosen and presented,

got tons of great and useful
information.  Everything went very

smoothly and was very compatible
with my days, everything was on time

and greatly organized."

2020 HSCADV CONFERENCE
B U I L D I N G  O N  T H E  S T R E N G T H S  O F  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
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D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  A W A R E N E S S  M O N T H

DVAM 2020

H O W  D I D  T H E  C O A L I T I O N  R A I S E
D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  A W A R E N E S S ?

Although  socia l  distancing  requirements

this  year  reduced  the  number  of  events ,

we  were  proud  to  upl i f t  the  events  of

our  member  programs  th is  month .   From

Facebook  L ive  sess ions  led  by  the  Legal

Aid  Society  of  Hawai ' i  and  community

town  hal ls  by  the  Domest ic  Violence

Act ion  Center  to  the  Drive -Thru

organized  by  Women  Helping  Women ,

HSCADV  members  found  new  and

innovat ive  ways  to  ra ise  the  awareness

of  domest ic  v io lence  whi le  also

honor ing  surv ivors  and  thei r  staf f .

HSCADV 's  theme  for  the  month ,  and

beyond  i s  No Room for  Violence
(#NR4V) .   With  th is  message ,  we ' re

inv i t ing  our  community -at - la rge  to  jo in

the  movement  against  gender -based

vio lence  and  to  take  a  stand  against  al l

forms  of  v io lence  in  our  re lat ionships ,

homes ,  and  communit ies  across  the

state .   The  COVID - 19  pandemic  has

demonstrated  that  there  i s  no  room  in

our  homes ,  communit ies  or  hearts  for

v io lence .

HSCADV 'S  most  ant ic ipated  project  was

the  Burst ing Bubbles  col laborat ion  with

Playbui lders  of  Hawai ' i  Theater  Company .  

 This  four -episode  project  was  created  by

and  for  surv ivors  and  i s  accompanied  by

panel  discuss ions  featur ing  local  domest ic

v io lence  experts .   The  f i r s t  v ideo ,  Jenny 's
Story ,  ai red  on  'Ōlelo  and  highl ighted

Jenny  Delos  Santos ʻs  journey  to  safety  and

heal ing .   The  panel  inc luded  Crist ina  Arias ,

Vice  Pres ident  of  Surv ivor  Advocacy

Serv ices  at  the  Domest ic  Violence  Act ion

Center ,  Dr .  Steven  Dick ,  Therapist  of  the

YWCA  of  Kaua ʻ i ,  and  Chiyo  Churchi l l ,

Program  Director  at  Cathol ic  Char i t ies

Hawai ʻ i  Counsel ing  Center .   Stay  tuned  for

future  episodes  in  th is  project !

H S C A D V  H I G H L I G H T S

Honolulu  Hale 's  l ights  turned  purple  in

honor  of  DVAM .

The  #NoRoom4Violence  Twitter  chat

engaged  local  &  nat ional  organizat ions

and  community  members  to  discuss  DV  in

Hawai ' i .

HSCADV 's  s ix  Instagram  takeovers  with

member  programs  &  local  designers

increased  community  engagement .

HSCADV  procla imed  October  as  DVAM

with  the  state  and  al l  county  governments .

HSCADV  staf f  were  guest  speakers  at  the

'Auamo  Kuleana  DV  Summit  &  Brighter

Together  Candlel ight  Vigi l .
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PROGRAM UPDATES

CFS West Hawai'i
CFS  West  Hawai ʻ i  i s  renovat ing  thei r  shelter

and  recent ly  hired  two  new  staf f  members

(Tiana  Aja  &  Courtney  Boykin )  who  are  in  the

Alternat ives  to  Violence  program  to  help

process  TROs .

Women Helping Women
WHW  was  recent ly  awarded  a  Mary  Kay  Grant

and  Sanoe  Ka 'aihue  was  nominated  for  the

Maui  Nonprof i t  Directors  Associat ion 's

Nonprof i t  Execut ive  Director  of  the  Year

Award .   They  hosted  a  "Go  Purple  Drive -Thru "

Resource  Fai r  for  DVAM  and  col laborated  with

the  Akaku  radio  stat ion  to  ai r  PSAs  in  October .

Neighborhood Place of Kona
NPK  has  been  act ive ly  col laborat ing  with

Kosraean  communit ies  and  promoting  rental

and  food  ass istance  whi le  also  operat ing

prevent ion  programs  to  help  people  cope  with

COVID - 19  re lated  st ress .   They  also  recent ly

partnered  with  Ke  Ala  Ho 'aka  (KAHA )  to

prov ide  t ra in ing  on  adverse  chi ldhood

exper iences  and  cultura l  t rauma .

Island of Hawai'i YMCA
Through  publ ic  support  and  recent  donat ions ,

the  v is i tat ion  program  has  been  doing

consistent  superv ised  v ideo  conferencing

between  parents  and  chi ldren .   The  YMCA

Men 's  Internat ional  membership  also  donated

s ix  new  iPads  for  th is  program .

Legal Aid Society of Hawai'i
Legal  Aid  has  been  receiv ing  many

unemployment  and  housing /evict ion  cases .  

 To  help  ease  confus ion  about  avai lable

resources ,  Legal  Aid  has  been  regular ly

re leas ing  f lyers  and  in format ion  about

programs  on  thei r  website  in  severa l

languages .

PAU Violence
PAU  Violence  recent ly  celebrated  a  successful

DVAM  where  they  partnered  with  var ious

groups  within  the  UH  system  for  v i r tual  events

and  cont inued  t ra in ing  for  faculty ,  staf f ,  and

students .  They  also  moved  thei r  bystander

intervent ion  t ra in ing  to  a  v i r tual  format  which

includes  sess ions  on  dat ing  v io lence  and

sexual  assault .

CFS O'ahu
CFS  reports  more  male  surv ivors  cal l ing  to  the

CFS  cr is i s  l ine .   In  response ,  they  started  a

new  support  group  for  male  surv ivors .  

 Part ic ipants  attend  sess ions  through  Zoom

and  so  far  there  has  been  increased  interest

in  the  group  and  success .

CFS  i s  also  working  with  the  Partners  I                       

n  Care  Coordinated  Entry  System  (CES )  to

develop  a  comparable  database  to  the  HMIS

to  address  the  housing  needs  of  cl ients .   This

system  serves  as  a  conduit  for  severa l

community  organizat ions  to  col laborate  and

f ind  permanent  housing  for  the  homeless .  

 The  organizat ion  i s  also  opening  a  Family

Center  in  downtown  Chinatown  on  O 'ahu .

*Star Advocate - Jason Estrella*
The  I s land  of  Hawai ' i  YMCA  Family  Vis i tat ion

Center  Director ,  Jason  Estre l la ,  i s  th is  month 's

Star  Advocate .   He  i s  being  recognized  for  his

in i t iat ive  to  take  safeguards  and  support  youth

part ic ipants .   Despite  the  temporary  stoppage

of  some  programs  and  minimized  staf f  caused

by  COVID - 19 ,  Jason  volunteered  his  own  t ime

dur ing  the  evenings  and  weekends  and

conducted  superv ised  v ideo  v is i ts .   He  also

managed  to  juggle  that  with  volunteer ing  for

the  Hawai ' i  J iu  J i tsu  Foundat ion  by  educat ing

staf f  about  mandatory  report ing  pol ic ies  of

suspected  abuse  and  safe  pract ices  to  protect

youth  athletes  f rom  sexual  and  other  forms  of

abuse .   A  t rue  asset  to  the  YMCA  and  the  East

Hawai ' i  community ,  Jason  i s  commended  for

his  hard  work  and  dedicat ion .



The Cost  of  Caring:  Why Self-Care Matters?
-  Sharon  Simms ,  MSW  CPC

Navigating Hawaii 's  Chi ldcare Subsidies  -

Hawai ' i  Chi ldren 's  Act ion  Network ,  Chi ldcare

Connect ions  Hawai ' i ,  People  Attent ive  to

Chi ldren

Statewide Automated Vict im Information
and Notif icat ion (SAVIN)  -  Hawai ' i  Dept .  of

Publ ic  Safety

Coal i t ion  staf f  cont inue  to  work  f rom  home  and

support  surv ivors  and  thei r  fami l ies  seeking  help

and  referra ls  and  member  program  staf f .   In

response  to  the  needs  of  member  programs ,

HSCADV  was  able  to  successful ly  advocate  for

$ 1 .4  mil l ion  in  CARES  Act  funding  and  provide

the  fo l lowing  webinars  and  col laborat ions :

COALITION NEWS

We  cont inue  to  work  with  the  State  of  Hawai ʻ i
Judic iary  and  the  Center  for  Court  Innovat ion

(CCI )  on  the  rev is ion  of  the  state ʻs  Batterer

Intervent ion  Program  Standards .   CCI

successful ly  executed  severa l  surveys  and  focus

groups  of  serv ice  providers  and  community

programs  which  culminated  in  a  three -part

t ra in ing  ser ies :  Enhancing  Hol ist ic  Abusive

Partner  Intervent ion  Responses  in  Hawai ʻ i .

HSCADV .org  now  inc ludes  digita l  access ib i l i ty

features  such  as  al lowing  v is i tors  to  v iew  the

website  in  grayscale  and  change  the  font  s izes

to  make  i t  more  readable .   I t  also  inc ludes

language  access  in  f i f teen  languages .   The

website  was  also  updated  for  v is i tors  to  f ind  the

resources  they  need  faster  by  f i l ter ing  them  by

issue  and /or  region .
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HSCADV funded Chromebooks and cellphones to facilitate telehealth
and distance learning in shelters (with Da Biz as guard cat).

COVID-19

New Website & Branding

Go to the top menu right corner of our website to check out new digital accessibility features., change the language, and safely close the website and exit.

Search for resources by filtering them by specific issue and/or
region.



In  September ,  Kel ly  and  her  fami ly  re located  to  the

cont inent .   We  are  grateful  for  Kel ly 's  serv ice  and

contr ibut ion  as  the  Coal i t ion  as  the  Tra in ing  and

Technical  Ass istance  Director  and  were  sad  to  see

her  go .   Kel ly  played  a  key  ro le  dur ing  the  Coal i t ion 's

t rans i t ion  in  the  last  severa l  years  and  was

responsible  for  the  success  of  the  Lyft  and  Fly  to

Freedom  programs ,  t rans i t ion  to  Coal i t ion  Manager ,

and  statewide  needs  assessment .   She  also  led  the

planning  and  execut ion  of  th is  year 's  conference .
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G E T  T O  K N O W  T H E  C O A L I T I O N

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS

KELLY MUSSELMAN

MATĀPUNA LEVENSON

Please  welcome  Matāpuna  Levenson  to  the  HSCADV

ʻohana  as  the  new  Tra in ing  and  Technical  Ass istance

Director .   We  are  excited  for  member  programs  to

get  to  know  Matāpuna .

Matāpuna  i s  a  recent  graduate  of  the  Univers i ty  of

Southern  Cal i fornia  Suzanne  Dworak -Peck  School  of

Socia l  Work  and  former  v ict im  advocate  who  has

served  as  a  community  organizer  on  severa l  boards

and  commiss ions .   Born  in  American  Samoa  and

raised  on  O 'ahu ʻs  North  Shore ,  Matāpuna  now  l i ves  in

Waimea  on  the  Big  I s land  with  her  husband ,  son ,  and

brother .

CHELSEY STEWART

Chelsey  Stewart  has  been  promoted  to  Tra in ing  and

Technical  Ass istance  Specia l i s t  where  she  wil l  focus

on  helping  to  develop  and  coordinate  the  Coal i t ion ʻs
t ra in ing  curr icula  and  events .   She  began  her  work  at

the  Coal i t ion  in  February  2020  as  the  Member

Serv ices  Associate .


